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U. S. Hopmg Laos Peace/]
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Will Seal Off S. Viet N,
N , &
. ‘ By David Wise jSouvanna gg Premier, Gen.
g 4 5tag Correspondent - PhOlémi as ‘Depg:tyPPx{cmier'sand
1y Pro-Communis rince on-
d , WASHINGTON, Phanouvang giso gy Deputy
Kennedy sdministration polics Premier, U. 8. offictals are keep-
- oxperts privately feel the rea] Ing their fingers crossed to soe
gain in the formatfon of the whether it wil] work. -
long-sought coalition govern. Last May 17 the first of 5,000
sqent In Laos will be minimige Marines were ordereq into
Communlst Inﬂltration into Thauand to take up posluons
- beighboring South viet Nam. fg10n0 the Mekong River border-|
o hes a common border Ing Laos. Should the Communist
With both North and South Viet Pathet Lao faj to live up to
Nam. Under the Geneva accords| ey Agreements in the neg N
that led to the coalition govern. “neutral” Laos, the U. 8. would,
ment scheduled to takte over in once again have to face the .
0s. Monday, infiltration bY [ question of whether to Intervene
Communist North Vietnamese milltarily in Laos. - }
guertillas through Laos and| pop all these reasons, Mr.
into South Viet Nam is sup. Kennedy has hailed the forma-
Posed to stop. Officials hare 8T€/tion of a neutral coalltion in
not opt(mlsficv that it wi) stop Laos in ¢ cautious manner
. but they believe it can be held T e
. to a trickle, :
.. ’ * _ The  establishment of
. neutral Lags, they -think, has ,
Tuled out the Possibility of any e
: large-scale Movement of syp. .
blies and men through the flat, g . .
: OPen plains of southern Laos '
Infiltration through the moun- ' o
: “tain trafls in the northeast may S
. €ontinue, it ig believed, but ng .
“heavy supplies can be moveqd| . i S
over the narrow trails. The| . T .
result, offictals feel, wij be re-| . - i
flected In the struggle for South ’ 9 , . .
Viet Nam. . : . : ’
) U. S. Turnaroung - Ty . ' .
. 1 i ‘
* This fs one 91 the brighter e .
<8l of the Plcture in Laos, . s .
. P hich has otherwise been an . ) K - .
‘ "a.most’ continya] thorn in the . - : - .
' ‘ side of Presider t Kennedy from . o - o B 4 o
the day he took office. . S o
h It is a story teavy with irony, e by
since the Unfindg States, after " Tk
~$300 millton €14 eight turby. R
. ) lent sears, i btick in the posi- S e
S “Hon ‘of supporiing g govern- i TN
© nent  headed by Neutralist . g ‘ h
. : ‘ Prince Souvanns Phouma, whom E W .
. . the U. 8. helped overthrow two . R v ) ¢ X
‘ : 4 -, years ago, S , AT - N
And the “stropg man,” Gen. S v - oo
J Phoumi Nosay s, whom the BN ol
, ) " Centra) Intelligerice Agency sup- e L o
borted in the ¢ coup against b ‘ } . R
Souvanna, har $rywn the strong! 4o . :
‘ -critfeiem gf ps Kennedy for AL N -
N S allegedly g+ | 1y eftorts to form P L1 . .
5 8 neutral yeven oo and at- ; E
O . © tempting tg drkg toe U, S, into M -
“‘% N ‘ - 8narmed ¢ , 1 ¢ . Lol .
A e Now tha '.‘,1”. “ral i1 gov- . I
' Rinment f. g ps, - L1 withf .
' . : “P . . “‘.'( ! - ¢
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